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should be thrown in die scale of science. It is a
natural conclusion; but is it true?
Let me begin by saying that obviously science is one
of the great achievements of man, and one of his
nobles: activities, that it offers the world almost bound-
less opportunities, and that, in its applied form, it is
the most important new force in die present world,
From this 1 should draw the practical conclusions:
that we shall need in the future to produce a larger
proportion of persons trained in its theories and its
skills; and that everyone should have a clear sense of
its significance and power in life. For those who are
not specializing in science, this sense is probably better
given through the history of science than through the
study of any special branches in it, and some know-
ledge of this ought to be regarded as an essential
element in higher education.
Having said this let me pass to the limitations of
science. It seems at first sight to have none. I went
in 1944 into a laboratory in my own university, whose
members were scattered all over the country and out-
side it on Government business. One was doing
statistical work for the Ministry of Home Security
with 150 people under him, one was ia the Far East
in connection with chemical defence, one in Italy with
the Medical Research Council Wound Shock team, one
doing research for the R.AJR l$i the laboratory I saw
work in process on malaria, on jaundice, on wound
therapy, and some secret work on gas warfare whicli
had also yielded results of apparent importance for the
treatment of venereal disease. These were the acti?i-